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MUSHKEGOWUK-LED NATIONAL
MARINE CONSERVATION AREA

In Western Weeneebeg (James Bay) and
Southwestern Washaybeyo (Hudson Bay)

Presented to Hudson Bay Consortium, Nov. 2022



VISION

Establishing an
Indigenous-led
National Marine
Conservation Area
will protect
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“We have been the
stewards of these lands
and waters for millennia,
and now we want to
protect the coastal and
marine ecosystems that
underpin the Omushkego
way of life for future
generations.”

— Grand Chief Jonathan
Solomon, Mushkegowuk
Council
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Stakeholders, partners
and Indigenous
consultations



PROGRESS SINCE LAST HUDSON BAY SUMMIT
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NATION-TO-NATION
RELATIONSHIP

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MUSHKEGOWUK MARINE

TASK FORCE

COMMUNITY
COORDINATORS

Community engagement is at
the heart of this project.
Extensive consultation with all
nine Mushkegowuk
communities will take place in
order to gather knowledge
about the area, understand
common uses and activities,
and identify Omushkego
conservation priorities.

In August 2020, the
Mushkegowuk Council Chiefs
gave support for a nation-to-
nation talk with the
Government of Canada to
formally work towards
establishing an Omushkego-
led NMCA in western James Bay
and southwestern Hudson Bay.

The Mushkegowuk Marine
Task Force (made up of Elders,
youth and community
members appointed by the
respective Chiefs and Councils
of the Mushkegowuk Council)
will be guiding the planning
process for establishing the
NMCA.

Hired Community Coordinators
from each community will help
facilitate their community
engagement activities and
assist with documenting
Traditional Knowledge related
to the marine and coastal
environments.
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1,290 km of coast, 91,000 km? offshore waters
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5q_UCu3j6l0

INDIGENOUS-LED,
SUPPORTED BY STRONG PARTNERSHIPS
TO ENHANCE KNOWLEDGE o

University of Manitoba
(Carbon/Biodiversity) ok

University of Waterloo (Hydrology
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THE FUTURE

Early stages of the feasibility assessment

Recommandation if NMCA is feasible (or not) to Mushkegowuk Grand Chief and Enwronnent and
Climate Change Canada Minister : winter 2024

Opportunities for input and upcoming consultations -


mailto:Corrinapayne@mushkegowuk.ca
mailto:Lawrencemartin@mushkegowuk.ca
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https://twitter.com/mushkegowukm
https://www.facebook.com/Omushkego/
https://www.mushkegowukmarine.ca/

