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VISION
Establishing an 
Indigenous-led 
National Marine 
Conservation Area 
will protect 
Weeneebeg (James 
Bay) and 
Washaybeyoh
(Hudson Bay), our 
Cree people, our 
culture and the 
lands and waters 
that sustain all life, 
and our 
interconnected 
ecosystems for all 
future generations.
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“We have been the 
stewards of these lands 

and waters for millennia, 
and now we want to 

protect the coastal and 
marine ecosystems that 

underpin the Omushkego
way of life for future 

generations.”

— Grand Chief Jonathan 
Solomon, Mushkegowuk 

Council



MUSHKEGOWUK NATIONAL MARINE 
CONSERVATION AREA – STUDY AREA

• Offshore Treaty 9 

• Covers approx. 91,000km²

• Immense array of biodiversity 
(threatened/endangered 
species such as beluga, polar 
bears), global stopover for 
billions of migratory birds

• Contribute to fight against 
climate change 

• Help maintain health, culture, 
well-being of Omushkego
Cree

• 9 participating communities
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How are Feasibility Assessments Done? 

• An agreement (ex., 
MOU) sets how the 
feasibility 
assessment will be 
done; it typically 
includes a 
Steering 
Committee 

• Time limited 
studies
(Ecological/traditio
nal/socioeconomic 

• Contribution 
agreement provides 
funding to Indigenous 
organizations to 
support capacity and 
meaningful 
participation

• Build relationships 
and trust, and 
address keep 
challenges to progress

• Stakeholders, partners 
and Indigenous 
consultations



PROGRESS SINCE LAST HUDSON BAY SUMMIT



Mushkegowuk Marine 
Conservation Moving Ahead 
– YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5q_UCu3j6l0


INDIGENOUS-LED,
SUPPORTED BY STRONG PARTNERSHIPS
TO ENHANCE KNOWLEDGE

• University of Manitoba 
(Carbon/Biodiversity)

• University of Waterloo (Hydrology)
• Wildlands League
• Oceans North
• Environment and Climate Change 

Canada
• Parks Canada
• Oceans 5
• Moore Foundation
• WWF



THE FUTURE
• Early stages of the feasibility assessment
• Recommandation if NMCA is feasible (or not) to Mushkegowuk Grand Chief and Environnent and 

Climate Change Canada Minister : winter 2024
• Opportunities for input and upcoming consultations

Contact:

Corrina Payne, Assistant Manager, Marine Region
Mushkegowuk Council    

Corrinapayne@mushkegowuk.ca

Lawrence Martin, Manager, Marine Region
Mushkegowuk Council

Lawrencemartin@mushkegowuk.ca

mailto:Corrinapayne@mushkegowuk.ca
mailto:Lawrencemartin@mushkegowuk.ca


FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 

Mushkegowuk Marine Conservation (@MushkegowukM) / Twitter

Mushkegowuk Council: Lands and Resources | Timmins ON | Facebook

Our Website: https://www.mushkegowukmarine.ca/

https://twitter.com/mushkegowukm
https://www.facebook.com/Omushkego/
https://www.mushkegowukmarine.ca/

