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Income is generated from activities that protect 

and repair rather than deplete natural resources. 

To promote this type of development, land-based 

activities need to be supported, which include:

• Tourism and recreation

• Country food harvesting

• Inuit Guardians programs

• Arts and culture

• Research and monitoring programs

• Integrated marine spatial planning
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Inuit have practiced conservation 
economies for thousands of years

Land based and traditional activities are 
key to Inuit livelihoods

A natural resource extraction-based 
economy does not present the same co-
benefits as conservation, land-based 
economies

Credit: Erin Keenan
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• Since 2018, the Canadian government has committed $1.35 billion in 

Indigenous-led conservation efforts in Canada

• Nunavut’s country food economy is valued at more than $200 million a 

year

• Guardians programs in Taloyoak and in communities around Tallurutiup 

Imanga are already estimated to have generated a return on investment of 

$27 million. 
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Facilitating transmission of Inuit knowledge, 

culture, and language

Improving community cohesion and social 

infrastructure

Promoting youth participation and elder 

engagement 

Improving physical health outcomes 

Improving mental health outcomes 
• Photo: Smart Prosperity Institute
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Taloyoak Umaluririgut Association 

For more information: ekeenan@wwfcanada.org      www.wwf.ca

mailto:ekeenan@wwfcanada.org
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