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Shikaapaashkwk 
ᔑᑳᐹᔥᒄᐦ 

Eelgrass 
(Zostera marina) 
 

Environment and Climate Change Canada (2020) Canadian
Environmental Sustainability Indicators: Eelgrass in Canada. 
Consulted on 02, 21, 2025.

Eeyou Istchee
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Idrobo et al. 2024
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Fink-Mercier et al. 2024



Eeyou Coastal Habitat 
Comprehensive
Research Project is 
Cree driven project



From 2017 to 2022, the project was governed 
by the following overarching questions: 

• What are the main factors affecting the 
current growth of eelgrass along the 
eastern coast of James Bay? 

• What is the impact of the current state of 
eelgrass beds on waterfowl presence 
along the coast of James Bay and, 
subsequently, Cree hunting activities?
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Ocean team to characterize 
the coastal oceanography

River team to characterize the 
river inputs to the bay

Eelgrass team to study eelgrass 
and the factors influencing its 
growth

Goose team to study Canada Geese 
and their use of the coastal habitat

Cree Knowledge team to document 
Cree knowledge of eelgrass, geese, 
harvesting practices, and coastal 
environmental change
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Fink-Mercier et al. 2024



CHCRP Phase I
2017-2022
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&
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INFORM 
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CHCRP Phase II
2024-2029



Describes the 
co-development 
process



Describes the 
co-development 
process

Submitted to Nature communication, in review

Using the multiple 
knowledge approach 
to determined what 
factors are affecting 
eelgrass



Meegwetch!
Thank you!

Eastmain 2024 - Marcel Mosses, Mary O’Connor, 
Cassandra Weapenicappo

Thank you to ALIGNILLUSTRATION 

www.eeyoucoastalhabitat.ca

EeyouCoastalHabitats
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