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Community priorities
“Community members shared that they have 
observed […] increased polar bear populations. 
Wemindji Cree expressed a desire to see studies on 
these changes as well as studies to identify […] 
polar bear habitat and migration routes.”

“Several Chisasibi Cree shared their desires to see 
studies related to polar bear. For example, people 
raised concerns that polar bear are coming onto 
the land to search for food.”

Research should remain in the community, 
researchers work with and train community 
members, animals are not collared or 
immobilized because of concerns for their 
wellbeing, and scientific researchers respect and 
learn from Cree Knowledge



Cree communities of Waskaganish, 
Eastmain, Wemindji, and Chisasibi
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Natasha Louttit, CTA-EMR Wildlife Liaison Officer
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Project objectives:

1. Co-develop methods for polar 
bear research that are led by 
community members and respect 
local values

2. Address questions about polar 
bear genetics, diet, body condition 
and distribution in James Bay at the 
southern edge of their range

Cree Knowledge 
Interviews

Hair snares 
and camera 
traps

Polar bear 
genetics, diet, 
body condition 

and distribution

Open 
communication 
with community 
members & 
organizations to 
determine goals, 
appropriate 
methods, and  
questions of 
interest

Methods:

Approach:
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Hair snare and camera trap sampling 
station
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Hair snare and camera trap sampling 
station
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August 1, 2023, 9:59am August 1, 2023, 4:10pm
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Fieldwork in the 
Bay

Cree Knowledge 
interviews

35 community 
members involved 
in fieldwork 

12 Knowledge 
Holder interviews



Four years of community-led polar bear monitoring
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Results



• Community leadership in polar bear research 
contributing to self determination

• Long term project with open communication 
building relationships and trust between 
collaborators

• Community-to-community knowledge sharing – 
eastern James Bay communities sharing this work 
with Whapmagoostui, Kuujjuarapik, and 
Mushkegowuk Cree communities

• Multiple tools and knowledge systems to 
answer questions 
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Communication

Collaboration Outcomes:



Field costs for 4 
communities in the EMR

Year 1: ~ $80,000
(initial equipment investment)

Following years: ~ $50,000

Equipment

Community 
economies



Miigwetch, thank you, merci to everyone who made this work 
possible!
Waskaganish Field Crew:
Anderson Jolly
Dinah Hester 
Harry Erless
Bernard Diamond 
Stephanie Salt
Tiberius Diamond
Dwayne Weistche

Eastmain Field Crew:
Wilfred Cheezo
Russell Cheezo

Chisasibi Field Crew:
Reggie Scipio
John E Sam
Mimie Neacappo
Ghislain Bobbish
Lawrence Napash
Alice Necappo-Soosay
Bianca Jonah-Pachano
Steven Bobbish
Elmer Bobbish 
Irvin Matches

Wemindji Field Crew:
Henry Stewart
Ernie Hughboy
Cody Mark
Louis Lariviere

Whapmagoostui – Kuujjuarapik 
Field Crew:
Ian Bobbish
Frederic Audlarock
Johnny Cookie
Sam Masty
Brian Atchynia
George Sashgune
Melvin Masty
Andrew Bullfrog
Marc Sandy
Devon Nowra
Justin Pepabano

CTA – EMR staff:
Natasha Louttit 
Sanford Diamond
Robert Fireman
Dylan Myappo
George Natawapineskum
Stephanie Varty

EMRWB Staff:
Felix Boulanger
Angela Coxon
Manon Sorais

Field Assistance:
Samantha Delisle
Sarah Blincoe
Brian Audla Tooktoo
Frederic Dulude- de Broin

Research Coordination & 
Logistics:
Catherine Geoffroy 
Manuelle Landry-Cuerrier

ᒦᒃᕗᐊᑦᔅ, ᓇᑯᕐᒦᒃ, ᒥᐊᕐᓰ ᐃᓘᓐᓇᑎᒃ ᑖᑦᓱᒥᖓ ᐱᓇᓱᒐᕐᒥᒃ ᑲᔪᓯᑎᑦᓯᓯᒪᔪᑦ! Photography by 
Mitch Bowmile and 

Graham Perry
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Bonus materials
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