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Research & Monitoring Collaborations 

• Critical for long term success ~ capacity, knowledge, funding … 

• Requires connections, network, time, openness, trust …

•                SPARK  – Intersection of interests, questions, concerns

•                Northern Biodiversity call for proposals May 2024  
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Conserving Subarctic Biodiversity
Building comprehensive understanding of the world’s 

southern most polar bears in the face of climate change  
 

o Principle Applicant: Vicki Sahanatien, Mushkegowuk Council

o Co-applicants

o  Angela Coxon, Eeyou Marine Region Wildlife Board

o Joe Northrup, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources

o Guillame Gzor, Ministère de l’Environnement, de la Lutte contre les changements climatiques, 

de la Faune et des Parcs du Québec

o Greg Thiemann, York University

o Alexandra Langwieder, McGill University 

o Caroline Sauve, Fisheries and Oceans Canada

o Collaborators

o Evan Richardson, Environment Climate Change Canada

o David McGeachy and Andrew Derocher, University of Alberta

o Julienne Stroeve, University of Manitoba

o Nick Pilfold, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

o Stephanie Vardy, Cree Trappers Association

o Maya Longpre Croteau, Cree Nation Government 
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Study – 3 years 
• Question

• How will continued climate-warming influence sea ice dependent and associated 

species at the southern edge of their range.

• Objectives
• Learn more about the ice-free season (summer, fall) polar bear ecology

• Diet, movements, genetics, body condition, reproduction

• Understand the role of remnant sea ice 

• Understand the ecological and genetic uniqueness polar bears in James Bay

• Develop better understanding of polar bears by incorporating Cree knowledge

• Develop models of polar bear distribution and habitat to guide decision making
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Study Area



Bringing Knowledge Together 
Methods, Analysis & Interpretation 
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Meegwetch    Thank you     Nakurmiik
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