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Lands and Resource Department
Research and Monitoring

National Marine Conservation Area
Proposal




MUSHKEGOWUK
COUNCIL >LYd DPL-AA’ 1985

Mushkegowuk
Council




N
| N
——

\ CHAPLEAU CREE

Attawapiskat
First Nation

Dafoe River
%

Approx. Boundary of
L E I\ﬁJ%hkegowukTgritory
First Nation Reserve

D Treaty 9 Area

=== \Winter Roads
== == Provincial Boundary

January 2019

~
2

"Pd-<* Do"C(Llbor A

Mushkegowuk First Nations

50 100 Miles

200 km

Akimiski Is

Michiga




ey
s

7
. vé;r&.db:m,

epartments & Services

Health &
Wellness

NEldlels

Rebuilding
Initiative CreeGEO :
. Social
. Information
Education Services

Development
Corporation

Employment &

< Technical
Training

Services

",M.SQL :

T ."‘

w’



4« MUSHKEGOWUK
COUNCIL e seos

*Team: 14
e Terrestrial, Fresh Water, & Marine
* Research and Monitoring
* Impact Assessment
* Mining
* GIS

cMUSHKEGOWUK MARINE— O
* Community Engagement onserv?:!‘ldz!‘

e Communications
e Administration




Mushkegowuk Council’s Vision

To be a proud, self-determining and united Omushkego Nation with
healthy and prosperous people, a vibrant Cree language and culture, and
sustalinably developed and protected lands and waters.
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Q \ : Principle describing the concept of kinship, or the
Wahkoht()wm; INterconnectedness of relationships, communities;

nature, and the interdependence of all I|V|nith|ngs

‘*_ '
Inherent rights Connection Caring for the land & water

Omushkego possess inherent rights Implementing the long-term Enabling our people to monitor and
to the waters, lands, air and resources vision of Omushkego Elders protect the lands and waters in perpetuity



Mushkegowuk, Weenusk and Fort Severn First Nations
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Creating Change Partnerships & Collaborations

* Data sharing agreements
* CreeGeo Hub
* Encourage engagement with Nations —

,,,-*";' e go beyond information provision
P o 575.:": - *Co-develop projects
7 : ‘ RN * Involve Nations - hire field assistants
- * Federal government
T~ R o —Parks Canada, Environment Climate
2y 2 \ Tl Change Canada, Fisheries & Oceans
‘* ' s Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
T R S & Forests — research scientists
5 ; = = *Wahkohtowin Development Inc
R ENGOs-many



Trevor Hesselink, Wildlands League

The rivers, Iakes and aII the bays are |mportant for all animals,
fish and waterfowl. Without healthy habitats, breeding
grounds and clean water, it will be poor and barren. This is

conservation and protection. We must work together to
protect our harvesting rights, and for adapting to
unseasonable weather. We need to work more with the
science world.

- Elder William R. Sutherland, Kashechewan




Coastal Research & Monitoring

« Contaminants
mercury, heavy  —
metals) In estuarine

_food fish species

» Polar bear
distribution .-
abundance

* High resolution air
bor_r&@ coastline &
estuary mapping

»

- Biodiversity surveys




“We have been the stewards of these lands and waters
for millennia, and now we want to protect the coastal
and marine ecosystems that underpin the
Omushkego way of life for future generations.”

‘.F_Qrme'rGrand Chief Jonathan Solomon,
e Mushkegowuk Council




and coastal environments
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NMCA Study Area

Fort Severn

Peawanuck

Disclaimer:
This is an illustrative map and is not to be used for defining boundaries. This is not a plan of survey. Administrative decisions

should be based on legal documents and official survey plans. The location of the ordinary low water mark on this map is
approximate. The Western James Bay and Southwestern Hudson Bay NMCA Proposed Boundary does not include any portion of

Ontario or Nunavut.

Western James Bay and Southwestern Hudson Bay
[ Proposed NMCA Boundary
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NMCA FEASIBILITY STUDY - PRINCIPLES

Daiga Ellaby

NATION-TO-
NATION
RELATIONSHIP

]ob Molhns Keorie

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

Extensive consultation with all
nine communities occurred to
gather knowledge about the
study area, understand uses
and activities, and identify
Omushkego conservation
priorities.

M USHKEGOWU K
MARINE TASK
FORCE

Elders, youth and
community members
appointed by the
respective Chiefs and
Councils guides the
planning process for

establishing the NMCA.

COMMUNITY
MARINE RESEARCH
ASSISTANTS

Facilitate community
engagement activities and
documented Cree
Knowledge about the
marine and coastal
environments.
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GOVERNANCE & MANAGEMENT

NMCA is established using Omushkego laws

* Indigenous led effort resulting in shared protected area governance
between Omushkego and Parks Canada.

« Community input on shared governance and management approach
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Exercise self-

government, self- ‘ Protect entire coastal & il ire.transmissictig
reliance and‘inherent . marine ecosystems that Cree Knowledge &

rights to ancestral | underpin the Omushkego language
territory as protectors way of life

and stewards
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